
LED History

1962

Nick Holonyak Jr., a John 
Bardeen Professor of 
Electrical and Computer 
Engineering and Physics at 
the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign, first 
semiconductor laser

Craford began his professional career as a 
research physicist at Monsanto Chemical 
Company. He advanced to the level of 
Technical Director of the Electronics Division, 
before joining the Hewlett-Packard Company 
in 1979. He is currently the Chief Technology 
Officer at Lumileds Lighting. 

George Craford (UIUC Ph.D. 1968)
Lumileds Chief Technology Officer

Father of Blue LED laser
came to the UCSB Materials Department in 1999 
Nichia Chemical Ind., Ltd. Chief Scientist
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